
     

Velvet Rainbow Rocket knit pattern 

 

Velvet is a shy unicorn who loves to leap in meadows whilst catching snowflakes on her tongue.  

Her cabled designs are both a source of pride and self-consciousness for Velvet  

but she’s learning that there is beauty in their usefulness. 

 

 
Model is wearing child size. Photo credit: Megan Ensminger 

 

Level of Difficulty & Skills Required 

Confident Beginner: This pattern is friendly in that most knitters will be comfortable with it. 
Knowledge of working with cables is a must. The accessories require some concentration. 
Pattern requires knowledge of hand sewing to affix accessories to the headband. Fringe will 
also be added to each end of the scarf. 
 
Finished Size 

Age: toddler 12m-3yrs [child 3-10 yrs, teen/adult, large adult] 
To fit: 18 [20, 22, 24] in / 45 [50, 55, 61] cm 
How to measure: Wrap a measuring tape around the forehead, back of the head and above 
ears to determine the circumference of the head. 
 
Gauge 

Using 4.5mm needles and worsted weight yarn, cast on 22. Work in “headband pattern 
repeat” for 21 rows. Your piece should measure 4x4in (10x10cm). Use larger or smaller hook 
if necessary to obtain the correct gauge. 
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Materials 

Worsted weight {4} yarn. I used Loops & Threads, Impeccable yarn (4.5oz or 127.5g skein) 
2 skeins in Amethyst 
4.5 mm needles  
4.5 mm circular needles for magic loop or 
dpns for ears and horn 
5.0 mm needles 

Darning needle 
Tape Measure 
Safety Pins 
Scissors 
Small amount of toy stuffing for horn 

 
Introduction 

Who doesn’t love the magical beauty of a unicorn?  
 
Inspired by my desire to maintain a good old fashioned childhood playfulness, the Always 
Be A Unicorn Collection was designed so that you too can join in the fun with the creations 
you make with this set of original designs. 
 
This pattern, in particular, was designed because I have not yet attempted cables but I really 
love the way they look. Once I understood the concept of basically changing the order of the 
yarn I couldn’t stop myself. Thus, Velvet was born. 
 
This pattern uses worsted weight yarn. The headband design is flat and made in the round 
with a seam at the end. The ears and horn are hand sewn on. The scarf is one piece with 
fringe added at each end. 
 
On the last page of this pattern I have included a short story about Velvet. The story can be 
read aloud to children or acted out with the headband and scarf as props. It’s a fantastic 
tool to encourage imaginative play! 
 
I can’t wait to see how your Velvet Rainbow Rocket turns out. 
 
-Elizabeth 
 

Abbreviations 

This pattern uses U.S. crochet terms. 
 
C4B = cable 4 back - slip next 2 sts onto cable needle and hold away from you (at the back), 
knit next 2 sts from left hand needle, knit 2 sts from cable needle 
 
C4F = cable 4 front - slip next 2 sts onto cable needle and hold toward you (at the front), knit 
next 2 sts from left hand needle, knit 2 sts from cable needle 
 
K = knit 
LH = left hand 
P = purl 
STS = stitches 
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Headband Pattern Repeat 

Using 4.5mm needles, cast on 22 
Row 1: k1, p1, k4, p1, k1, p1, k4, p1, k1, p1, k4, p1, slip stitch as if to knit 
Row 2: p1, k1, p4, k1, p1, k1, p4, k1, p1, k1, p4, k1, slip stitch as if to purl 
Row 3: k1, p1, c4f, p1, k1, p1, c4f, p1, k1, p1, c4b, p1, slip stitch as if to knit 
Row 4: p1, k1, p4, k1, p1, k1, p4, k1, p1, k1, p4, k1, slip stitch as if to purl 
Row 5: k1, p1, k4, p1, k1, p1, k4, p1, k1, p1, k4, p1, slip stitch as if to knit 
Row 6: p1, k1, p4, k1, p1, k1, p4, k1, p1, k1, p4, k1, slip stitch as if to purl 
Row 7: k1, p1, c4f, p1, k1, p1, c4f, p1, k1, p1, c4b, p1, slip stitch as if to knit 
Row 8: p1, k1, p4, k1, p1, k1, p4, k1, p1, k1, p4, k1, slip stitch as if to purl 
Row 9: k1, p1, k4, p1, k1, p1, k4, p1, k1, p1, k4, p1, slip stitch as if to knit 
Row 10: p1, k1, p4, k1, p1, k1, p4, k1, p1, k1, p4, k1, slip stitch as if to purl 
Row 11: k1, p1, c4f, p1, k1, p1, k4, p1, k1, p1, c4b, p1, slip stitch as if to knit 
Row 12: p1, k1, p4, k1, p1, k1, p4, k1, p1, k1, p4, k1, slip stitch as if to purl 
 
Headband 

Toddler 12m-3yrs, head circumference 18in (45cm) 
Repeat pattern rows 1-12 eight (8) times 
 
Child 3-10 years, head circumference 20in (50cm) 
Repeat pattern rows 1-12 nine (9) times 
 
Teen/Adult, head circumference 22in (58cm) 
Repeat pattern rows 1-12 ten (10) times 
 
Large Adult, head circumference 24in (61cm) 
Repeat pattern rows 1-12 eleven (11) times 
 
Headband Join 

Attach ends with horizontal invisible join. Weave in ends.  
Fold headband in half at seam you just made. Mark horn in center of headband not on the 
seam side (see green marker in photo). Mark ear placement at next cable twist on either side 
of the horn marker (see red markers in photo). 
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Accessories 

Ears: Make 2 
Lay headband flat. Count 4 stitches to one side of left ear marker. Pick up 8 stitches away 
from center mark using the center cable, front edge. You may want to use a crochet hook to 
pick up the stitches and then transfer them to a dpn or circular needle if using the magic 
loop method. Remove stitch marker.  

    
Turn headband so the picked up stitches are now at the back. Pick up 8 stitches along the 
now front cable that match the placement of the first stitches you picked up. 16 stitches 
picked up total, divided over 2 needles. Note: The ears will be knit in the round. 
 

Left Ear<<      >>Right Ear 
 
LEFT EAR 
Round 1-2: optional, place marker so you know your starting point, knit (16) 
Round 3: knit 3, slip next 2 sts onto cable needle and hold toward you at the front, knit 2 sts 
from left hand needle, knit 2 sts from cable needle, knit remaining 9 stitches (16) 
Round 4-6: knit (16) 
Round 7: repeat round 3 (16) 
Round 8: k2tog, knit 4, k2tog each needle (12) 
Round 9: k2tog, knit 2, k2tog each needle (8) 
Round 10: k2tog, k2tog each needle (4) 
Round 11: k2tog each needle (2) 
Cut yarn 4”. Place cut yarn on darning needle and thread through remaining 2 stitches. Pull 
tight to close loop. Weave inside ear and cut excess yarn. 
 
RIGHT EAR 
Round 1-2: optional, place marker so you know your starting point, knit (16) 
Round 3: knit 3, slip next 2 sts onto cable needle and hold away from you at the back, knit 2 
sts from left hand needle, knit 2 sts from cable needle, knit remaining 9 stitches (16) 
Round 4-6: knit (16) 
Round 7: repeat round 3 (16) 
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Round 8: k2tog, knit 4, k2tog each needle (12) 
Round 9: k2tog, knit 2, k2tog each needle (8) 
Round 10: k2tog, k2tog each needle (4) 
Round 11: k2tog each needle (2) 
Cut yarn 4”. Place cut yarn on darning needle and thread through remaining 2 stitches. Pull 
tight to close loop. Weave inside ear and cut excess yarn. 
 
Horn: Make 1 

Be sure to leave a 15in (38cm) tail or long enough to affix to the headband when you are 
done. Using circular needles and the magic loop method for the following instructions, cast 
on 14. Divide stitches so there are 7 stitches on each needle.  
Round 1: k1, optional, place marker so you know your starting point, k13 (14) 
Round 2-7: k14 
Round 8: k1, k2tog, k4, k2tog, k5 (12) 
Round 9: k12 
Round 10: k1, k2tog, k3, k2tog, k4 (10) 
Round 11: k10 
Round 12: k1, k2tog, k2, k2tog, k3 (8) 
Round 13: k8 
Round 14: k1, k2tog, k1, k2tog, k2 (6) 
Round 15: k6 
Round 16: k1, k2tog, k2tog, k1 (4) 
Round 17: k4 
Fasten off leaving a short tail. Use a yarn or darning needle and sew through live stitches. 
Pull tight and weave in ends.  
Stuff the horn to preferred firmness. Use yarn or darning needle to attach the horn to the 
headband, using the marker you placed when affixing the ears to place horn as a placement 
guide. 
  

Scarf Pattern Repeat 
Using 5.0mm needles, cast on 28 
Row 1: k1, p2, k4, p2, k1, p2, k4, p2, k1, p2, k4, p2, slip stitch as if to knit 
Row 2: p1, k2, p4, k2, p1, k2, p4, k2, p1, k2, p4, k2, slip stitch as if to purl 
Row 3: k1, p2, c4f, p2, k1, p2, c4f, p2, k1, p2, c4b, p2, slip stitch as if to knit 
Row 4: p1, k2, p4, k2, p1, k2, p4, k2, p1, k2, p4, k2, slip stitch as if to purl 
Row 5: k1, p2, k4, p2, k1, p2, k4, p2, k1, p2, k4, p2, slip stitch as if to knit 
Row 6: p1, k2, p4, k2, p1, k2, p4, k2, p1, k2, p4, k2, slip stitch as if to purl 
Row 7: k1, p2, c4f, p2, k1, p2, c4f, p2, k1, p2, c4b, p2, slip stitch as if to knit 
Row 8: p1, k2, p4, k2, p1, k2, p4, k2, p1, k2, p4, k2, slip stitch as if to purl 
Row 9: k1, p2, k4, p2, k1, p2, k4, p2, k1, p2, k4, p2, slip stitch as if to knit 
Row 10: p1, k2, p4, k2, p1, k2, p4, k2, p1, k2, p4, k2, slip stitch as if to purl 
Row 11: k1, p2, c4f, p2, k1, p2, k4, p2, k1, p2, c4b, p2, slip stitch as if to knit 
Row 12: p1, k2, p4, k2, p1, k2, p4, k2, p1, k2, p4, k2, slip stitch as if to purl 
 
Repeat rows 1-12 until scarf reaches the desired length. When your scarf is as long as you 
want it, bind off. Fasten off and weave in ends when done. 
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Suggested Scarf Lengths 
1-3 years 36in (92cm) 12 pattern repeats 
3-10 years 50in (127cm) 17 pattern repeats 
teen/adult 68in (173cm) 23 pattern repeats 
large adult 75in (190cm) 25 pattern repeats 
 
FRINGE 
For the sample, I used 3 strands and spaced them evenly in every other space. 
 
Cut a total of 36 strands 10 in (25 cm) long 

1. Using 3 strands of yarn, insert crochet hook into first loop from the wrong-side up 
through to the right-side of the scarf 

2. Take the 3 pieces of yarn, fold in half, hook them with the crochet hook and pull them 
up through the loop 

3. Take the ends of the yarn and push them through the loop made by folding the yarn 
in half 

4. Pull on the free ends, drawing them snugly but not too tightly. Pull on both ends 
evenly 

5. Continue this way until you’ve added as much fringe as you like 
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About the Designer 

Elizabeth Ruth is a crochet and knit designer who runs her online shop, The 
Ruthless Crafter, from Kitchener, Ontario CANADA.  
 
In 2008, she started her blog MoreThanAMom.ca to showcase the pieces 
she made for her family.  
 
In 2017, she debuted the Monster’s Ball Collection, her first collection of 

originally designed crochet monster character hat patterns, kits, and limited edition pieces 
that were featured on news sources that include Yahoo!, NBC, CBS, & USA TODAY. 
 
Elizabeth is known for using of pops of colour. Her patterns are perfect for knitters and 
crocheters looking to create playful pieces.  
 
*New* Each character has their very own story to tell in a beautifully illustrated children’s 
book. The stories can be read aloud to children or acted out with the finished item as props. 
It’s a fantastic tool to encourage imaginative play! 
 
Find her online at TheRuthlessCrafter.com or email her elizabeth@theruthlesscrafter.com.  
 
Credits 

Thank you to pattern tester Diane Freeman, Donna Hodder, Barb G., Kayleigh Decato, 
Stephanie Roberts, Megan Ensminger. 
 
Copyright Statement  

Pattern © Elizabeth Ruth of TheRuthlessCrafter.com, 2019 
 
This pattern is an original design and all content, including the inherent design and all 
images are copyright and design right of The Ruthless Crafter (Elizabeth Ruth). 
Reproducing, distributing, or selling this pattern, either in the original or any modified format, 
via any media, whether digital or physical, is strictly prohibited. 
 
You are welcome to sell any finished items you have made from a pattern you have 
purchased from me. If you choose to sell the finished products from my patterns online 
please give me credit as the original designer together with a link in your product listing to 
my website at TheRuthlessCrafter.com. 
 

Pattern Date & Version Number 

Version 1, July 2019 
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